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TOP STORY « UKRAINE TALKS

Ukraine, Russia and the US
Meet in Abu Dhabi; Europe
Seek s a Seat

Talks start on Tuesday after Russia fired 36 ballistic missiles at the
Kyiv area.

Written and fact-checked by Al - News Pebbles

Abu Dhabi, in the United Arab Emirates, hosts talks on Tuesday and
Wednesday between Ukraine, Russia and the United States. It is the
fourth US-brokered round and the first since talksin Genevain February.
Moscow agreed to come back after US envoy Steve Witkoff met
President Vladimir Putinin St. Petersburg in October.

The talks were meant to have three sides. On Sunday, French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said European officials will attend as well,
promising that “Europe’ s voice” will be heard. He did not say who would
go or whether they would negotiate. The Kremlin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, had said the three-way format was already agreed.

The two sides are far apart. Russia wants Ukraine to give up large
parts of its land and renounce NATO membership. President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy wants security commitments spelled out, including who
would act, and how, if Russia attacked again.

Fighting went on in the meantime. Russia fired 36 ballistic missiles
and 172 strike drones overnight into Saturday. Zelensky said all 36
missiles were aimed at Kyiv and its region, and that only four were
intercepted. Nine civilians were wounded, including one child, and
substations that carry power to Kyiv were damaged.
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The map marks Ukraine, Russia and the United Arab Emirates, where Abu Dhabi hosts the

talks.

WHY THIS MATTERS

The United Statesis amediator in these talks, so families there follow
whether it pushes Kyiv or Moscow to give ground. For Indian families too,
the outcome affects whether along war that has hit Ukraine’'s power supply
continues.
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WORLD « SCIENCE

NASA: ThisYear’'s Ozone Hole Was the
Seventh Largest in 48 Years

It peaked on 18 September, and scientists say the ozone layer ison
track to recover.

High above Earth, athin layer of ozone absorbs ultraviolet light from the
Sun. That light can damage the DNA of plants and animals and cause
sunburn and skin cancer. Over Antarctica, the ozone layer thins every
spring, and scientists call the thin patch a “hole”. NASA reported on
Monday that the 2026 hole reached its largest area on 18 September.

It ranked seventh largest by area in 48 years of monitoring, but was
shallower than several other big holes. An unusually strong polar vortex,
a ring of fast winds around Antarctica, created conditions that favour
ozone loss over alarge area. No area is completely empty of ozone. The
hole is the region where ozone falls below 220 Dobson Units.

The hole was first reported in 1985, when British Antarctic Survey
scientists using ground measurements at Halley Research Station
reported spring ozone thinning over Antarctica. NASA satellites later
showed its continental scale. Ozone over Antarctica was aready as low
as 124 Dobson Units in 1985. It first fell below 100 in 1991, and the
deepest hole on record, 73 Dobson Units, came on 30 September 1994.

The cause is chemicals called CFCs, once used in refrigerators and
aerosol sprays. Ultraviolet light breaks them apart high up, releasing
chlorine that repeatedly destroys ozone. The 1987 Montreal Protocol
phased out these chemicals. Scientists estimate the Antarctic ozone layer
will return to 1980 levelsin the 2070s.

There are signs of progress. In 2018, scientists reported the first direct
satellite evidence of recovery, with ozone depletion during Antarctic
winter months about 20 percent lower in 2016 than in 2005. Y ear-to-year
changes depend on stratospheric temperature and circulation: colder
conditions produce larger holes with lower ozonein their cores.

THE OZONE HOLE
The hole peaked on 18 September 2026.

Antarctica, Sept 2026

CONNECT THE DOTS

Science and geography: a 1987 international agreement shows countries can
fix a problem together, and the hole forms over Antarctica because of its
winds and cold.
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INDIA « AIR
Delhi’sAir Was‘Very Poor’ Before Diwali, and
Experts Feared Wor se After It

The Supreme Court allowed green crackers for two days, but
forecasters warned of a severe reading from 9 November.

UNITED STATES « CONGRESS

Democrats Win the House and Senate, Ending
One-Party Control in Washington

With early counts at 228 House seats to 139, the party also has a
Senate majority of 54 to 44.

Air quality is measured on a scale called the AQI, where higher numbers
mean dirtier air. On the morning of Dhanteras, 6 November, Delhi’s
overall AQI was 389, which is “very poor”. About 28 monitoring stations
showed “severe’ air, above 400. |IT Delhi read 473.

Experts named four causes: stubble burning, firecracker smoke during
Diwali, vehicle pollution and weakening winds. The Supreme Court
allowed approved green firecrackersin Delhi and nearby areason 7 and 8
November, only from 6 am to 7 am and from 8 pm to 10 pm.

Forecasters said light winds from Diwali night might disperse some
pollution on 8 November. They warned that conditions could worsen
from 9 November as winds weaken. Manoj Kumar of the research group
CREA said some hotspots could exceed 450 and urged stricter use of
GRAP, the city’ s graded plan of pollution curbs.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Bad air affects every family in the city, and children’s lungs are till growing.
For Indian familiesin the United States, it is areminder of how far a
festival’s cost can reach.

Also in India

* Mining: India started its ninth critical minerals auction, offering 20 blocks,
and cut the minimum qualified bidders from three to two.

« Elections: the Election Commission will update voter listsin six states and
territories, with draft lists due on 30 November.

ONE-LINE BRIEFS

* Gaza: the first winter storm of the season flooded about 70,000 tents within
12 hours, Gaza' s Government Media Office said.

« Iran: Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said mediators have not travelled
since the US midterms.

VOCABULARY BUILDER
Wordsthat unlock today's news

Midterm elections
Elections held halfway through a US president’ s four-year term. Today:
Democrats won both houses of Congress in the 3 November midterms.

Delegation
A group sent to speak for a country or organisation. Today: Russia's
delegation to Abu Dhabi isled by Vladimir Medinsky.

Ozone
A gas high in the air that absorbs ultraviolet light. Today: NASA saysthis
year's Antarctic ozone hole was the seventh largest on record.

Air quality index
A number that tells how clean or dirty the air is. Today: Delhi’s AQI was 389
on 6 November, which is “very poor”.

DID YOU KNOW?

The deepest ozone hole on record came in 1994, when ozone fell to 73
Dobson Units; scientists count a hole wherever it drops below 220.
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Midterm elections happen halfway through a president’s term, and this
year's were on 3 November. By early Wednesday, Democrats had
regained the House of Representatives, with a 228-139 lead and severa
races still undecided, according to the New York Times and AP. AP
reported they flipped seven Senate seats for a 54-44 majority, with two
races undecided.

That ends Republican control of the White House, the Senate and the
House at once. Representative Hakeem Jeffries, the Democratic leader, is
in line to become Speaker. Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer
caled the result a “generational remake of the Senate map.” President
Donald Trump said he has veto power and would stay open to working
with Congress.

In a Sunday interview on 60 Minutes, Trump said voters “didn’t like
the war” with Iran, and that his immigration enforcement was “too
tough”. Meanwhile, in Alaska, Democrat Mary Peltola leads Republican
Sen. Dan Sullivan by a couple of hundred votes, and counting continues.

HOUSE SEATS, EARLY COUNT

Seats won or leading, early Wednesday

2501 228

1254

Democrats

Republicans

Early counts; several House races were still undecided.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Congress writes the laws on taxes, immigration and spending, so a split
government changes what can pass. Indian-American families follow
immigration rules closely.

THINK LIKE AN ANALYST

What could each party achieve with only one part of the government? Which
numbers might still change before the final count?

SPORTS CORNER

TENNIS: FINALSFIELD SET

The Nitto ATP Finals run from 15 to 22 November in Turin, Italy, with eight
playersin two groups of four. Carlos Alcaraz, Alexander Zverev and Ben
Shelton are among the qualifiers, and the draw is on 12 November.

WHAT TO WATCH NEXT

* What comes out of the Abu Dhabi talks on 10 and 11 November, and
whether Europe gets a seat.

* Whether Delhi’s air reaches “severe’ levels after Diwali.

“Theair, like peace, is shared by everyone.”

You are not just reading the news — you are learning to think about it. See you in two
days.
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