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TOP STORY « OIL ROUTES

Iran Says Indian Ships Can
Crossthe Strait of Hormuz

The narrow sea lane carries oil that India relies on, but shipsthere
are still being hit and the USblockade is still in place.

Written and fact-checked by Al - News Pebbles

Picture a narrow sea lane between Iran and Oman that carries oil India
depends on. That is the Strait of Hormuz. This week an Iranian
lawmaker, Amir Hayat Mogaddam, said vessels from India, China, Irag
and Qatar are allowed to crossit. Iran has effectively kept the strait shut
since early in awar that began on 28 February.

Here is what India has at stake. The data firm Kpler counted 10.23
million barrels a day of Gulf crude moving through the strait in October.
India received 13 percent of that oil, and China about 42 percent.
Mogaddam said Indian and Chinese ships would pay Tehran a fee to
cross, while Qatari ships would not.

Permission from Iran does not settle everything. The US saysits naval
blockade covers every vessel entering or leaving Iranian ports, and
nobody has said whether Washington accepts the exemptions. More than
120 commercial ships have been hit in the region since the war began,
and October was the worst month.

Talks are running alongside the danger. Qatar's prime minister urged
the US and Iran not to wait for a 'perfect moment' to make a deal, and
President Trump said 'we've made a lot of progress without giving
details. Iran's foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, said he spoke with 12
foreign ministers in 48 hours. An analyst a IG Group said the
exemptions change little for oil markets for now.
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India got 13 percent of the Gulf crude that crossed the strait in October.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Oil moves fuel and shipping prices, so asealane far away can reach family
budgetsin Indiaand the United States. Iran's exemption helps only if ships
are safe, and the strait is still dangerous.
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WORLD « SCIENCE

Octopuses Squeeze Through Tight Holes One
ArmataTime

A study filmed seven octopuses fitting through holes in boxes and
found a step-by-step method.

An octopus is soft, but it does have arigid part: cartilage around its brain.
Researchers wanted to see how that part affects the holes an octopus can
fit through. They measured the distance between each octopus's eyes as a
stand-in for the size of its most rigid cartilage.

The team tested three common octopuses and four Mayan octopuses.
They gave each animal acrylic boxes with holes slightly smaller or larger
than that eye-to-eye measurement. The study appeared in the Journal of
Experimental Biology.

For the wider holes, the octopuses followed three steps in a few
seconds. First they pushed one or two arms through. Then they threaded
a couple more through. Last, they used the arms aready outside to pull
the head and the remaining arms after them.

The narrower holes needed four steps. Common octopuses first pushed
all their arms through, then squeezed the head and the bulbous mantle
through.

Mayan octopuses behaved differently. They were more cautious and
usually ignored the narrower hole instead of trying to fit. One possible
reason is that they live in sandy, rocky areas and rarely need to squeeze
through holes.

The team hopes the findings will inspire soft robots that can change
shape to reach tight spaces. Current hole-fitting robots tend to be
snake-shaped. Robyn Crook of San Francisco State University, who was
not involved, suggested that slits or tubes may call for different strategies
than round holes.

SQUEEZING THROUGH
Arms go first, then the head and body follow.
CONNECT THE DOTS

Biology and engineering: a soft body that changes shape is a useful model for
robots that must reach small, hard-to-reach places.

Wider hole: three steps

newspebbles.com - Written and fact-checked by Al - Corrections: corrections@newspebbles.com



PAGE 2 « HOME FRONT & LEARN -« India, the United States, and your toolkit

INDIA » VOTER LISTS

Thousands Rally in Delhi Over a Voter-List
Revision

Opposition leaders want the chief election commissioner to resign;
the Election Commission denies favouring any party.

A voter list isthe register of who may vote, and in Indiait is checked and
revised by the Election Commission. On Sunday 1 November, thousands
of people rdlied in New Delhi demanding that Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar resign. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
led the demonstration.

The argument is about numbers. The revision removed more than 130
million names from voter lists. Opposition parties say this hit Muslims
and other minorities hardest.

The Election Commission answers that it does not favour any party,
and says voters whose names were wrongly removed may register again.
The BJP accuses opposition parties of undermining democracy, while
Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda caled the rally a ‘carefully
orchestrated drama'.

Al Jazeera described near-daily protests since late September. India's
next general election is duein 2029.

WHY THIS MATTERS

A name on the voter list iswhat lets a family member vote. Relatives abroad
who have Indian roots often follow how fairly the list is kept.

Also in India

 Delhi: Al Jazeerareported the capital's air turned hazardous days before
Diwali, with residents reporting breathing difficulty and eye irritation.

» Odisha: the state asked for Rs 2,526 crorein help after Cyclone Arnab and
floods in Ganjam.

ONE-LINE BRIEFS

« |srael: President | saac Herzog asked former army chief Gadi Eisenkot to try
to form a government, which needs 61 of the 120 seatsin parliament.

« France: student unions said about 250,000 people joined protests on
Saturday over living costs, while the Interior Ministry counted about 146,000.

VOCABULARY BUILDER
Wordsthat unlock today's news

Blockade
Stopping ships from entering or leaving a place. Today: the US saysits
blockade appliesto all vessels entering or leaving Iranian ports.

Transit fee
A payment for passing through a place. Today: Iran's lawmaker said it will
collect transit fees from Indian and Chinese ships.

Unemployment rate
The share of people looking for work who cannot find it. Today: the US
unemployment rate fell to 4.1% in October.

Revision
A careful change madeto alist or text. Today: arevision removed more than
130 million names from India's voter lists.

DID YOU KNOW?

Isragl's parliament has 120 seats, so a government needs 61 of them to have a
majority.
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UNITED STATES « PAY AND PRICES

Pay Rises 3.1% a Year, but PricesAreRising
Faster

A strong jobs report did not end the squeeze on family budgets.

A family's budget depends on two numbers: what workers are paid and
what things cost. Average hourly earnings in the US rose 3.1% over the
past year, dightly more than the month before. Inflation, the rise in
prices, reached 3.7% in September, so most workers are seeing real wage
losses.

Fuel is a big reason. Gasoline was up about 34% from a year earlier.
Fuel prices are one reason living costs bite in both countries.

The hiring news was good. Employers added 165,000 jobs in October,
and the unemployment rate fell to 4.1%. Analysts had expected 65,000
new jobs.

The Federal Reserve is watching. It raised its benchmark rate by a
quarter point in September, the first rise in over three years, to arange of
3.75t0 4%, and held it in late October. The next decision is set for 8 and
9 December.

PAY VS PRICES
Yearly rise, percent

5-

Pay Prices

Pay: October, annual. Prices: September inflation, annual.

WHY THIS MATTERS

When prices rise faster than pay, the same paycheck buys less, whether a
family shopsin the US or sends money to India.

THINK LIKE AN ANALYST

Pay isup 3.1% and prices are up 3.7%. Who is hurt most by that gap? What
other numbers would you want before judging the economy?

SPORTS CORNER

Arsenal extend Premier League lead
Arsenal edged past Hull to stretch their lead at the top of the Premier League
on Saturday 7 November, France 24 reported, while City slumped again.

WHAT TO WATCH NEXT

« Ukraine: new three-way talks are due in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday and
Wednesday, after Russia's overnight strikes on Kyiv.

« United States: Stephen Miller starts as White House chief of staff on
Monday 9 November, and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer vowed to
oppose the appointment.

“Astrait is narrow on the map and wide in its effects.” — The Editor

You are not just reading the news —you are learning to think about it. See you in two
days.
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