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Why do so many big ships
squeeze through one tiny gap? SKILL: RIPPLE EFFECT

Lots of ships, one narrow gap

WHAT HAPPENED

Far away, beside a country called Iran,
there is a narrow strip of sea called the
Strait of Hormuz. Every day, big ships
carry oil through it. Because of fighting
nearby, fewer ships have been getting
through. This week, much less oil than
usual made it out.

HOW IT WORKS

1

WIDE SEA
Ships sail across the big, open sea.

2

NARROW GAP
To get out, they all must pass one

narrow gap.

3

TRAFFIC JAM
When the gap is slow, ships wait in a

long line.

IT REACHES YOUR HOME

Ship Oil Truck Shop Home

Oil becomes fuel for trucks, and trucks bring milk, bread
and fruit to your shop. When less oil gets through, fuel
can cost more, and so can the things trucks carry. That
is a ripple effect.

FIND IT ON A MAP
IRAN

OMAN

STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Find Iran on a map or globe. The strait is the
narrow sea just below it. Draw a ship sailing
through!

TRY IT: MAKE A BOTTLENECK

1 Pour a cup of dry rice into a funnel, or a paper
cone with a small hole at the bottom.

2 Watch: the rice goes in fast, but comes out
slowly.

3 Now make the hole bigger. What changes?

TALK TOGETHER

1. What is one thing in our home that came on a ship or a
truck?

2. Where else do you see a bottleneck? A door at home
time? A slide?

For grown-ups: Today's skill is the ripple effect: one
change causing another. Ask "and then what?" Don't
correct; add a step.

NEXT WEEK Will more ships get through the gap next week, or fewer?
Write or draw your guess, then check next week. Your guess
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