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“Big news, explained for curious minds.”

Vol. 1  •  No. 3  •  Saturday, October 24, 2026  •  Washington, USA  •  3 Pages

BIG STORY • VOTING

Millions of Grown-Ups
Are Already Voting
The midterm elections are on 3 November, but many
people have voted early.

Written and fact-checked by AI · News Pebbles

On 3 November, grown-ups in the United States will
vote in the midterm elections. They choose people for
Congress. Congress is the group that makes the
country's laws. Midterms come halfway through a
president's four years in office.

Many people do not wait for the last day. They vote
early, by mail or in person. A group at the University of
Florida counts early votes. It found more than 16
million people in 41 states and Washington, D.C. had
already voted. About 10 million voted by mail. About 6
million voted in person.

Some places have seen big jumps. The Associated
Press, a news agency, found huge jumps in Kansas and
Texas. In Maine, North Carolina and Ohio there were at
least 30% more early votes than four years ago.
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More than 16 million in all. Source: Spectrum News.

WHY IT MATTERS

Voting is how people choose who makes the laws. Children
cannot vote yet, but they can learn how it works.

SCIENCE • MARS

A Robot Rover Sets a Driving
Record on Mars
Perseverance has now driven farther than any rover
before it.

A rover is a robot car that explores another world.
NASA's rover Perseverance is on Mars. On 11 October,
it passed a driving record. It has driven 28.10 miles. An
older rover named Opportunity drove 28.06 miles.

Perseverance took about five and a half years.
Opportunity took nearly 15 years. The new rover is
faster because it can steer itself. It used its own driving
system for more than 90% of the trip. Opportunity used
its own system for about 5% of its trip.

NASA first planned for the rover to drive no more
than 12.4 miles. The mission has been extended to about
the end of 2028. Next, Perseverance is heading for a
huge block of ancient rock called Rainbow Falls. It is
about as wide as a football field is long.

A ROBOT ON MARS Perseverance, 28.10 miles

It has also collected 29 rock samples.

WHY IT MATTERS

A rover that picks safe paths by itself can explore much
more ground.
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AROUND THE WORLD • people and places

AROUND THE WORLD • SEYCHELLES

More Giant Tortoises Than People
Live on Aldabra
A survey counted about 183,000 of them on a remote
island ring.

Seychelles is a country of islands in the Indian Ocean.
Aldabra is part of it. It is an atoll, a ring of coral islands
around a lagoon. Scientists now think about 183,000
giant tortoises live there.

That is more than the number of people in Seychelles,
which is about 123,000. The scientists used five years of
counts, from 2018 to 2022. They also used math to
guess how many tortoises hide in thick bushes. So the
number is an estimate, which means a careful guess.

The tortoises nearly vanished. In the 1800s people
took far too many, and fewer than 1,000 were left.
Aldabra became a nature reserve in 1981. In 2012,
people removed invasive goats from the island. Today
the population looks steady.

ISLAND OF TORTOISES Aldabra, Seychelles

A ring of coral islands in the Indian Ocean.

CONNECT THE DOTS

Protecting a place can bring animals back. Aldabra became
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982.

NEWS IN A NUTSHELL

• India: The air in Delhi is “poor” right now, and the city
has started rules to clean it, such as no burning garbage.

• France: High school students began marches asking for
better schools with more teachers.

• South Africa: Scientists described 18 fossils from
Drimolen, including a skull piece about 2 million years old.

• Space: A new list of 2,884 exploding stars hints that dark
energy, a mystery push in space, may change over time.

• Cricket: South Africa beat Australia by an innings and 31
runs to level the series.

GAME TIME

CRICKET
South Africa beat Australia in the second Test in Gqeberha.
Temba Bavuma scored 179 as South Africa made 425/9.
Australia were bowled out for 99 in their first turn. The
series is 1-1, and the last Test is in Cape Town.

WORD WALL

New words this week

Rover
A robot vehicle that explores another world. Today:
Perseverance is a rover on Mars.

Atoll
A ring of coral islands around a lagoon. Today: Aldabra is
an atoll in Seychelles.

Ballot
The paper or form a person uses to vote. Today: Millions of
ballots have been cast early.

Estimate
A careful guess based on facts. Today: 183,000 tortoises is
an estimate.
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EXPLORER TOOLKIT • think, try, wonder

EXPLORER CHALLENGE

BE A ROVER DRIVER
Build a small obstacle course with cushions and shoes.
One person is the rover and wears a blindfold or closes
their eyes. The other is Mission Control and may only
say three commands: forward, left, right. Can the rover
reach the end without a bump?

Now try a rover that steers itself. Walk slowly and
look for a safe path alone. Which way was easier, and
why? Then count how many steps it took.
Perseverance's whole trip so far is 28.10 miles.

DID YOU KNOW?

The first Mars rover, Sojourner, drove only about 330 feet
in 1997. That is about as long as a football field.

HOW IT WORKS

HOW A ROVER DRIVES ITSELF
Mars is far away. A radio message from Earth takes
many minutes to get there. So engineers cannot steer a
rover like a toy car.

Instead, the rover looks at the ground around it and
picks a safe path. Perseverance looks at 600,000
measurement points each time. Sojourner, the first Mars
rover, looked at 20. Looking at more points helps a
rover avoid rocks.

COMING UP

• Voting continues in many states until the elections on 3
November.

• Where Perseverance heads next: toward Rainbow Falls.

• Whether Delhi's air gets cleaner or dirtier.

“Wonder is where learning begins.” — The Editor

Keep exploring. See you next week!


