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TOP STORY • SAUDI ARABIA AND THE GULF

Oil Climbs to About $110
a Barrel
The Houthis say they hit new targets in Saudi Arabia.
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The Houthis are a group from Yemen, the country just
south of Saudi Arabia. On Monday they said they had
attacked Saudi oil, airport and army sites. They named an
oil company site at Yanbu, the Shaybah oilfield and the
airport in Riyadh, the capital. Saudi leaders had not yet
said whether this was true, and Reuters, a news agency,
could not check it.

The claims are shaking the oil market. Brent crude is a
price traders use for oil. On Tuesday it was about $110 a
barrel. Oil also travels by sea. A firm called Kpler says
about 8.5 million barrels a day flowed through the Gulf
area last week. The week before, it was more than 20
million.

Leaders are trying to calm prices. President Trump
signed an order that waives some sanctions and tariffs on
Russian energy. Sanctions are punishments that limit
trade. On Monday the order pushed oil down by more than
$3, but buyers came back and the price ended almost
where it began.
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THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

A narrow sea lane that links the Gulf to the open ocean

Oil ships from the Gulf pass through this narrow strait.

WHY IT MATTERS

Oil is sold all over the world. When supply is in danger, fuel
prices can rise far from the fighting.
New to this story? Catch up with The story so far on Read & Play.

WORLD • UNITED STATES

Record Crowds Vote Early in Houston
Millions of Americans are choosing leaders before
Election Day.

On November 3, Americans will vote in the midterm
elections, which are held halfway through a president's
four-year term. Many states let people vote early, so lines
are shorter on the big day.

Texas began early voting on Monday. In Harris County,
which includes Houston, more than 104,000 people voted
in person on day one. The old first-day midterm record
was 63,188, set in 2018.

Georgia is busy too. By Tuesday morning, 1,007,015
people had voted early there in person. That is 12% more
than at the same point in 2022.

FIRST DAY OF EARLY VOTING, HARRIS COUNTY
People voting in person, in thousands
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The 2026 figure is more than 104,000. Source: ABC13 Houston.

WHY IT MATTERS

Voting is how people choose who makes the laws. High
turnout shows many people want a say.

ONE-LINE BRIEFS

• Ukraine: CNBC says Putin has reportedly suggested a
summit with Trump and Xi on the war, without Ukraine's
leader.

• Egypt: Egypt says it is ready to back Saudi Arabia, but its
parliament put off a vote to October 26.

TOMORROW'S WATCHLIST

• Whether oil stays near $110.

• Whether Egypt's parliament votes on October 26.

Keep exploring. See you tomorrow.


