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TOP STORY « SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN

Houthi Attacks Push Oil Above
$109 aBarrd

Saudi Arabia has put off a major investor conference until 2027.
Written and fact-checked by Al - News Pebbles

The Houthis, an armed group from Yemen, have kept attacking Saudi
Arabia. On October 10 a strike hit King Khalid International Airport in
Riyadh, the Saudi capital. Saudi Arabia says at least 12 people were
killed and more than 300 were wounded. A fresh strike hit the airport the
day after, killing one person and wounding 11, according to Saudi civil
aviation authorities.

The fighting is now reaching the oil market. After the Houthis claimed
attacks on Saudi airports and facilities of the oil company Aramco, Brent
crude rose above $109 a barrel. Brent is the price traders use to compare
oil around the world. UK maritime monitors said two tankers were
attacked off the Saudi coast on Friday.

Business plans are changing too. On Monday Saudi Arabia postponed
the Future Investment Initiative conference, due on October 26 to 29,
until 2027. In Riyadh, the Kingdom Centre ordered its office staff to
work remotely.

SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN (ASIA)

THE RED SEA

A long, narrow sea between two continents

EGYPT AND SUDAN (AFRICA)

Saudi Arabia and Yemen sit on the eastern shore of the Red Sea.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Oil istraded worldwide, so athreat to a giant producer can raise fuel pricesin
Europe too, even far from the fighting.
New to this story? Catch up with The story so far on Read & Play.
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WORLD « UKRAINE AND RUSSIA

Ukraine Launches More Than 1,000 Drones at
Russia

An oil terminal in & Petersburg burned; Russia struck Kyiv
overnight.

On Sunday Ukraine launched more than 1,000 drones at Russia, one of
its largest air attacks of the war. Strikes set an oil export termina and a
depot ablaze in St Petersburg. Russia's Defence Ministry said it destroyed
1,015 Ukrainian drones over 15 Russian regions, Crimea and the Black
Sea.

Russia hit back. Overnight an air strike killed a woman in Kyiv, hit a
subway station and damaged a 25-storey apartment building, Mayor
Vitali Klitschko said. Three other people were injured. On Friday,
Russian attacks on nine Ukrainian regions had cut power to hundreds of
thousands of households.

Washington is part of the picture. President Donald Trump criticised
Kyiv's strikes on Russian oil sites, and said that US-Ukraine intelligence
sharing, blocked for some period of time, had resumed. He announced an
“energy ceasefire’” on October 11 but gave no details, and Kyiv says
attacks on energy sites continued.
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DRONES IN THE NIGHT SKY Air defence at work

Russia says it shot down 1,015 Ukrainian drones.

CONNECT THE DOTS

Economics: attacks on oil sites on both sides link this war to fuel prices, just
as the attacks near Saudi Arabia do.

New to this story? Catch up with The story so far on Read & Play.
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UNITED KINGDOM « WALES

Britain Preparesto Mark 60 Years Since
Aberfan

The Prime Minister met survivors ahead of the anniversary on 21
Octaber.

Prime Minister Andy Burnham has visited Aberfan, a village in Wales,
and spoken to survivors and families. He did so ahead of the 60th
anniversary of the Aberfan disaster, which falls on 21 October. He also
visited the cemetery to see the area dedicated to those who died.

The disaster killed 116 children and 28 adults. It happened when a
colliery spoil tip collapsed. A colliery isacoal mine, and a spoil tip isthe
heap of waste rock and earth left outside it.

The disaster happened on 21 October 1966. Sixty years on, the
country's leader has gone to the village to meet the people who till live
with its memory.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Anniversaries are how a country remembers what happened and listens to the
people it affected.

Also in United Kingdom

« Scotland: Burnham proposed giving Scotland's regions broader powers,
including some employment support functions.

* Business: Burnham pledged to legislate on non-compete clauses, though
lawyers say details are missing.

ONE-LINE BRIEFS
« India: the drug regulator capped trade margins at 30% on 137 cancer
medicines, with new prices from November 9.

» Space: Webb found three weather states on SIMP 0136, a brown dwarf
about 20 light-years away.

VOCABULARY BUILDER
Wordsthat unlock today's news

Curfew
A rule that people must stay off the streets at certain hours. Today: parts of
Paris and four other French towns are under curfews.

Colliery
A coal mine together with its buildings. Today: the Aberfan disaster began
when acolliery spoil tip collapsed.

Brent crude
A price traders use to compare oil around the world. Today: it rose above
$109 abarrel.

Drone
An aircraft that flies without a pilot on board. Today: Ukraine launched more
than 1,000 at Russia.

DID YOU KNOW?

The word “colliery” comes from “collier”, an old English word for a coal
miner.

Europe Explained ¢ Tuesday, October 20, 2026 « Page 2 of 2 « A News Pebbles paper -

EUROPE « FRANCE

Half a Million March in France as Protests
Turn Violent
Curfews were set in parts of Paris and in northern towns.

About 550,000 people marched in scores of French cities on Saturday,
according to authorities. About 110,000 were in Paris. They were
protesting against rising living costs and declining public services.

Some protests turned violent. Some demonstrators set fire to city halls,
and in Limoges a 19th-century building was gutted. On Sunday President
Emmanuel Macron addressed the nation and vowed an
“uncompromising” response to ultra-left agitators. He did not declare a
state of emergency.

Local rules followed. Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu asked
regiona authorities to impose partial curfews. Pariss Place de la
Republique and the Les Halles area are under curfew, and Lille and three
other northern towns have two-day curfews. Macron refused to accept
the resignation of Interior Minister Laurent Nunez.

MARCHERS ON SATURDAY

In thousands, per authorities
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Figures are the authorities' estimates, as reported by CNBC.

WHY THIS MATTERS

France is one of Europe's largest economies. How its leaders answer unrest
over living costs matters across the continent.

THINK LIKE AN ANALYST

Why might authorities and organisers count marchers differently? What is the
difference between a protest and ariot, and who decides? Why would living
costs bring so many people out at once?

SPORTS CORNER

FOOTBALL

Premier League, Sunday: Brighton beat Crystal Palace 5-0 and Arsena won
1-0 at Nottingham Forest.

WHAT TO WATCH NEXT

* Whether France's curfews end quietly.

 Events around the Aberfan anniversary on 21 October.

“To remember isalso to learn.” — Europe Explained

You are not just reading the news —you are learning to think about it. See you in two
days.
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