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TOP STORY « SAUDI ARABIA AND THE GULF

Oil Near $110 asHouthis
Claim New Strikes on
Saudi Arabia

Ships carrying oil through the Gulf have thinned out.
Written and fact-checked by Al - News Pebbles

The Houthis, an armed group from Yemen, said on
Monday that they had attacked Saudi energy, airport and
military sites, including an Aramco facility in Yanbu, the
Shaybah oilfield and Riyadh's airport. Saudi authorities
had not immediately confirmed this, and Reuters could not
verify it.

The oil market reacted. Brent crude, the benchmark
price for oil, settled at $109.55 a barrel on Monday and
was near $110 on Tuesday. Kpler, a data firm, says crude
flows through the Gulf region averaged about 8.5 million
barrels a day last week, down from more than 20 million
the week before.

Governments are reacting too. President Trump signed
an order waiving some sanctions and tariffs on Russian
energy exports, which analysts said did little to ease the
Gulf disruption. Egypt says it is ready to support Saudi
Arabia, but its parliament put off avote until October 26.

IRAN (ASIA)

THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

The narrow sea lane out of the Persian Gulf

OMAN AND THE UAE (ARABIAN PENINSULA)

Oil tankers from the Gulf must pass through this strait.

WHY IT MATTERS

Qil istraded worldwide, so danger near big producers can
raise fuel pricesfor families everywhere.
New to this story? Catch up with The story so far on Read & Play.
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WORLD « MARS

Per sever ance Becomesthe
Farthest-Driving Rover on Any
World

The NASA rover has passed a record set by
Opportunity.

On October 11, NASA's Perseverance rover drove 91.31
metres near the rim of Jezero Crater on Mars. That raised
its odometer from 45.13 km to 45.22 km. Guinness World
Records says this passed Opportunity's record for the
greatest distance travelled on another world.

Opportunity, a rover launched in 2004, was designed
for about 1 km and 90 days. Instead it covered 45.16 km
over 14 years, and went silent in 2018 when a dust storm
cut its power.

Perseverance can go far because it plans its own routes
while driving. Its AutoNav system uses a dedicated
onboard computer. That matters because radio signals take
about 13 minutes to travel one way between Earth and
Mars, so the rovers can't be driven in real time.

DISTANCE DRIVEN ON MARS

In kilometres

501

45.16

254

Curiosity Opport. Persever.

Opport. is Opportunity. Curiosity's figure is about 38 km. Source:
Guinness World Records.

CONNECT THE DOTS

Opportunity's 2018 end came when dust blocked its sunlight.
Curiosity, active since 2012, runs on a radioi sotope generator,
so dust storms don't affect it.
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UNITED STATES « ELECTIONS

Record Crowds Vote Early in
Houston as Midter ms Near
Early voting is now open in many states.

Americans vote in the midterm elections on Tuesday,
November 3. Midterms are held halfway through a
president's term and decide who sits in Congress. Many
states et people vote early, in person.

Texas early voting began Monday and runs through
October 30. In Harris County, which includes Houston,
more than 104,000 people voted in person on day one.
ABC13 reports the previous midterm record for that day
was 63,188, set in 2018.

Georgia had 1,007,015 in-person early votes by
Tuesday morning, 12% more than at the same point in
2022, Fox News reports.

WHY IT MATTERS

Early voting changes when people choose, and big turnout
shows how many want a say in who runs Congress.

Also in United States

* Texas voters voting in person must show one of seven
accepted forms of photo ID.

 Trump repeated a promise of $5,000 payments if
Republicans keep Congress; it would need Congress's
approval, Fox News reports.

ONE-LINE BRIEFS

» Ukraine: CNBC reports that Putin has reportedly suggested
asummit with Trump and Xi on the war, without Ukraine's
leader Zelenskyy.

* Egypt: Egypt saysit isready to support Saudi Arabia against
the Houthis, but its parliament delayed a vote until October
26.

TALK ABOUT IT

TALK ABOUT IT

Why might a promise like $5,000 payments need the
approval of Congress before it can happen?

Why do you think so many people are voting early this
year?

Why might a rover that plans its own routes be useful
when messages take 13 minutes to arrive?

INDIA « VOTER LISTS

Supreme Court MovesUp ItsHearing

on Delhi'sVoter-List Check

Voters removed from the list say they are being asked
to apply again.

Indias Election Commission is running a Specid
Intensive Revision, or SIR, a check of voter lists, in Delhi.
A voter list decides who can vote. The Supreme Court has
moved its hearing on the Delhi SIR from October 30 to
October 28.

A new application says voters whose names were
deleted are being asked to fill in Form 6, the form for
getting back on the list. Advocate Prashant Bhushan said
Form 6 needs a declaration that the person has never voted
before, and that a fase declaration can bring
imprisonment. He asked the Commission to alow Form 8
or create another form.

He aso noted that October 30 is the last date for
correcting deletions. Chief Justice Surya Kant said the
court was thinking of passing an order to take care of this.
The court earlier told the Commission that notices seemed
to be issued almost mechanically. The main case, filed by
Anjai Bhardwa and another petitioner, asks the
Commission to explain how it chose voters to receive
notices as having a"logical discrepancy".

WHY IT MATTERS

The voter list decides who can take part in elections, so how
names are removed or restored affects real people.

SPORTS CORNER

FOOTBALL
In the Champions L eague last Wednesday, Liverpool won 6-3
at LASK and Real Madrid won 4-3 at Roma.

TOMORROW'S WATCHLIST
» Whether the Supreme Court issues an order on Delhi's voter
lists on October 28.

» Whether Egypt's parliament votes on October 26, and
whether oil stays near $110.

“ Good questions are the beginning of understanding.” — The
Breakfast Table

Keep exploring. See you tomorrow.
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